A free woman’s journey .

HEY say everyone has
got a story. But some
have better stories than
others and certainly
Thembi Mtshali has a corker.

As a black baby in whiteruled
South Africa, she was not going to
make too much of a mark in the
world.

But, in the event, she did, make it -
literally - on to the world stage and
was alive to appreciate it when South
Afvican treedom finally came.

It is one of those remarkable stori
which might have been forgotten
except that Ms Mtshali is also a tre-
mendous writer and actress.

Together with ber director, Yael
Farber, she created o one-woman show
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A Woman In Waiting

Liverpool Everyman

which detailed her life and which last

u,h( proved a moving and uniqu
e of theatre at the Everyman.

all, how many biographical
actually displayed on stage by
person nvolved?

Thembi Mishali has a physical pres-
ence which allows her to act the inno-
cent child as well as the well-worn
woman,

Above all, she has

a volee, and a

singing voice at that, which has the
ability to shake and move an audicrice.

In her autobiographical A Woman in
Waiting, she uses it to huge rantage.

The deama opens with her in a box,
a large en box which remains on
stage for much of the time and which
makes ifs own point.

Singing in her own native tongue,
she is able to play both child and moth-
er, born in an era when the political
situation forced parents to be ay
from their ‘,..Hm en.

In this 1- ¥ t the start of the
waiting. As dains in drama,
monologue and song, she became a
mother h f and had to work away
from homa, leaving her own child
waiting.

Apart from herself at
she iakes on other characters
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hard men who came Knocking at her
door to the innocents who enjoyed the
music and dance of the time.

There are moments of violence but
Mitshali curiously tells her tale with-
out too much bitterness, with tears
rather than angev.

It's a story she

relates with lots of
pace and \mmm“« and not a little
humour. There is not a moment wi
the drama droops or the music fail
this one-woman show just steams
along.

Throughout, she displays a powerful
singing voice - song, both traditional
and self-penned, is Vi ry much pavt of
the show - and an ability to transcend
a stage performance to deliver a per-
sonal and illuminating message.

Philip Key




